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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 10307 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PING, KS 

SUB J : PRISONER RELEASE NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: SEOUL 10275 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . CHUNG IL-HYUNG, MYONGDONG DEFENDEANT AND MEMBER OF DISSIDENT 
GROUP NEGOTIATING PRISONER RELEASE, TOLD EMBOFF DECEMBER 7 
THAT TALKS WITH KCIA WERE GOING WELL. HE SAID DISSIDENT 

GROUP, INCLUDING BISHOP CHI, HAD COME TO INTERNAL ACCORD TO 
GO FORWARD WITH RELEASE OF EM-9 PRISONERS AND TAKE UP CASE OF 
KIM CHI-HA LATER. CHUNG SAID TEXT OF STATEMENT TO BE SIGNED 
WAS NOT QUITE BLAND. DISSIDENT GROUP ASKED KCIA TO CALL 
STATEMENTS "LETTERS OF RECONSIDERATION" INSTEAD OF "LETTERS 
OF REPENTANCE" AND HAD ASKED FOR DELETION OF REQUIREMENT THAT 
PRISONERS EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR RELEASE, SUBSTITUTING INSTEAD 
PHRASE TO EFFECT THAT PRISONERS "RESPECT ROKG DECISION." 

CHUNG SAID HE WAS TOLD BY AN PYONG-MU THAT KCIA ACCEPTED 
PROPOSALS. 

2. CHUNG SAID PROBLEM NOW INVOLVES CONTACT WITH PRISONERS 
BY REPRESENTATIVES OF DISSIDENTS. CONVINCING PRISONERS TO 
SIGN MAY NOT BE EASY AND MAY REQUIRE FURTHER REVISION 

OF TEXT OF STATEMENT WHICH IN TURN MAY OR MAY NOT BE 
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POSSIBLE. CHUNG THOUGHT CHANCES FOR RELEASE OF PRISONERS 
WERE HIGH ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT INCLINED TO SPECULATE ON THE 
TIMING. 
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